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        We may be enjoying the falling leaves 
and brisk autumn air now, but  we know 
that the winter and cold temperatures 
aren’t very far behind. Now is the time to 
prepare buildings and vehicles so you can be 
worry-free this winter.  
 

Have you winterized your buildings?  
Once leaves have finished falling, clean out 
any gutters. Gutters that are blocked with 
dead leaves can cause ice dams during the 
colder winter months. You should also check 
the condition of all gutters to be sure there 
aren’t any misaligned pipes or leaks. 
Downspouts should carry water away from 
your building’s foundation. Caulk and door 
sweeps are great to take care of any drafty 
areas.  

 
 
 

What about pipes? 
Ensuring that your pipes are properly 
insulated will help prevent freezing. 
Maintenance should be performed annually 
on your heating system to ensure that  your 
vents are well-connected and insulated. 
 

Don’t forget those cars! 
Cars also need a checkup before the winter 
time to make sure they are ready for the 
harsh weather conditions. Prepare your car 
now:  
• Check the antifreeze levels and the 

firmness of hoses and clamps.  
• Check the tires for wear. Make sure they 

are properly inflated.  
 
 

 

WINTER PREPARATIONS 

• Keep the gas tank filled. With a full tank, 
there’s less room for condensation, 
which means fuel lines are less likely to 
freeze.  

• If you have a rear-wheel drive vehicle, 
consider keeping a bag of sand over your 
rear axle. 

• Remember to check the battery.  
• Four-wheel drive doesn’t help vehicles 

stop. You may be able to drive through a 
bigger pile of snow, but you’ll still skid on 
ice. 
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      Effective January 1, 2017, OSHA 
will change its requirements for 
recording and submitting records of 
workplace injuries and illnesses to 
require that some of the recorded 
information be submitted to OSHA 
electronically, and be  posted to the 
OSHA website.  The goal is to 
encourage employers to increase 
their efforts to prevent on the job 
injuries.  
      Researchers will be able to look 
at this data in ways that may help 
employers make their work 
environments safer.  
      The final rule also encourages 
employees to report any work- 
 
 
   

related injuries  to their employers  
and prohibits them from being 
retaliated against for making these 
reports.  
      Presently, employers can’t 
compare their injury experience with 
other businesses in their industry; 
they can only compare with their 
industry as a whole. With this 
information now being public, this 
new rule will push employers to 
reduce work-related injuries to 
demonstrate to job seekers, 
customers & the public that their 
workplace is healthy and safe.  
 

For more information please visit 
www.osha.gov  

Final Rule will Improve 
Tracking of Workplace Injuries 

This new rule only applies to employers with 
over 250 employees  OR,  20 or more 
employees if one of the following industries: 

 
• Agriculture, forestry, fishing  
• Automotive parts, accessories, and tire stores  
• Building material and supplies  
• Charter bus industry  
• Construction  
• Couriers and express delivery services  
• Department stores  
• Direct selling establishments  
• Furniture stores  
• General freight trucking  
• Grocery stores  
• Home furnishings stores  
• Interurban and rural bus transportation  
• Lawn and garden equipment  
• Lessors of real estate 
• Local messengers and local delivery  
• Manufacturing  
• Other general merchandise  
• Other support activities for transportation  
• Other transit and ground passenger 

transportation  
• Postal service  
• Scenic and sightseeing transportation, land  
• Scheduled air transportation  
• School and employee bus transportation  
• Specialized freight trucking  
• Specialty food stores  
• Support activities for air/rail/road/water 

transportation 
• Taxi and limousine service  
• Urban transit systems  
• Used merchandise stores  
• Utilities  
• Vending machine operators  
• Warehousing and storage  
• Wholesale trade 

Five Vacant Building Exposures 

When your company decides it no longer needs to keep a property up and 
running, that doesn’t necessarily mean your risk management responsibilities 
for that vacant building have ended. Vandalism, fire and water are just a few of 
the  many forces that can damage, or even destroy, these empty properties. 
 

You may think your empty building holds nothing of 
value, but don’t forget the value of coper wires & 
pipes. Protecting against theft and vandalism begins 
with maintaining security that reduces access to staff 
(and others authorized to work in the building). 
Installing motion detectors & video cameras or glass 
breakage detectors     will also help  
keep your building secure. 

 

Fire, has the potential to destroy your vacant property. 
To prevent this, you should regularly inspect alarm & 
sprinkler systems to be sure they’ll work properly in 
case of a fire.  

Water is one of the most underestimated sources of damage to a property. Water-damage losses 
are typically caused when pipes freeze & burst due to insufficient heat within the building. If your 
building is left unattended, water flow can be undetected for long periods, which can ruin 
property, equipment, or even the structure itself.  Regular inspections to check for water leaks or 
heating problems  in the early stages can help to lessen larger losses.  

Because vacant buildings can be older and in poorer condition, 
structure collapse is another frequent source of loss. This is most 
commonly caused by rain and snow buildup on the roof , but can also 
be due to structural problems, like rotting. Routine inspections and 
maintenance are the keys to preventing collapse.  

Even if your property isn’t located in a hurricane or tornado your 
property still isn’t safe from wind damage. Performing regular 
inspections will help save your building from much of the damage that 
the wind can inflict. 
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Fires  affect many companies every year. They can result in 
building damage, injury and the loss of  customers. When your 
company has a fire prevention program you can help to evade 
costly damages, injuries and potential fines to your business. 
Here are a few tips to keep your business  fire-safe: 

Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 
years: Make sure you know how old all the 
smoke alarms are in your business. 

Implement a Fire Emergency Evacuation Plan: 
Establish an evacuation plan that tells how to respond 
and identifies a way out. If employees have special 
needs or require special attention, address these 
details in the plan. 

Maintain Emergency and Exit Lights: Routinely  check 
lights and replace broken or burnt out bulbs . Also,  test 
emergency backup power and exit lights to make sure 
they are working.  

       As the seasons change, so do the kinds of claims 
insurance agencies see. From slick roadways, to burst pipes, 
the fall season has potential to cause some costly problems.  
       Being aware of the most common claims reported is a 
good way for you to plan to protect yourself & your 
company during the fall months.  
 
 

1. Animal collisions:   Most   wildlife   related   accidents  
 
 
 
 

2. Rear-end collisions: With the weather changing, and 
the increase in rain , the amount of rear-end collisions 
also increases. Over 80% of rear-end collisions are 
caused by drivers who aren’t paying attention.  

3. Parking Lot claims: With the holiday season 
approaching, the number of shoppers heading to the 
mall increases by a large amount. More customers = 
more drivers, which increases the odds of a parking lot 
related claim. Other hazards that can lead to a  
parking lot claim include tight parking spaces, damage 
from shopping carts, & car theft.  

4. Snow & Ice:  Over  30%  of  all skidding  
&    snow    claims    happen    between  
October and December.  Before the cold weather hits, 
make sure your tires are properly inflated. Use caution 
when driving  on wet, icy or  leaf covered roads.   

5. Auto Thefts: Cars that are filled with holiday gifts can 
be tempting to a car thief. Make sure the doors are 
locked and are windows closed when you leave the 
vehicle. Don’t leave briefcases, packages or  
electronics visible in your vehicle.  

6. Fire & Smoke: While grill fires cause major losses in 
the summertime, fireplaces, candles & stoves become 
the main cause of fire claims in the fall.  

7. Water Damage: This is the most common type of loss      
                   that is reported.  Burst pipes, water  
                   heaters, toilet valves, and dishwashers are  
                 the most frequent sources of water damage.  

occur between October and  December. Hitting 
a  large   animal   can  be   just  as  dangerous  
as  hitting another  car.  Animals   tend to  be  
more active at dawn and dusk.  
 

Alexis Cohen graduated from Tulane University in 2013 with 
a Business of Science in Management degree, majoring in 
Legal Studies. Since 2013 she has been working at an 
insurance agency in Long Island, NY, where she originally 
worked in personal lines. After a year she made the decision 
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to switch over to commercial insurance. Originally from Garden City, 
New York, Alexis recently relocated to Winchester, MA where she 
began working at Corcoran & Havlin in August 2016. 
 

John Browne began his insurance career one week after graduating 
from  Norwich  University  in  1986.   He  has  over  30  years  of  
insurance carrier underwriting & underwriting management 
experience.   For  the  past  17  years  John  has  been  on  the  
agency sales side of our business handling the insurance and  
bond  needs  of contractors, real estate owners,  managers  & 
developers,  manufacturers and  many other  types  of  business.  
He currently resides in Walpole, MA with his wife and two daughters.   
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